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Table A-1 
Housing Element Program Evaluation 2008-2013 

City of Cathedral City 

Program/Action Responsible Agency Schedule Accomplishments Future Policies and 
Actions 

GOAL 1:  A broad range of housing types located in all the City’s neighborhoods, which meets the needs of all existing and future households. 
Policy 1.A 
Ensure that sufficient residentially designated lands and appropriate zoning exist to meet the City’s future housing needs. 
Program 1.A.1 
Maintain the list of affordable housing sites 
as shown in Table III-15, Inventory of 
Available Vacant Lands, and update the list 
to include lands in the North City Specific 
Plan area as infrastructure is extended to this 
area. 

Community Development 
Department, 
Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

Annually through 2014 The inventory of vacant land has been 
maintained although infrastructure has 
not yet been extended to the North City 
Specific Plan area. 

Continue 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 1.A.2 
Maintain land use and zoning designations 
in the General Plan and zoning maps that 
allow for diversity of housing types and 
densities. 

Community Development 
Department 

On-going Land use and zoning designations were 
maintained. 

Continue 

Program 1.A.3 
Maintain a Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) permit ordinance which allows 
flexibility in development standards to 
encourage housing construction while 
preserving natural resources. 

Community Development 
Department 

On-going PUD ordinance was maintained. Continue 

Program 1.A.4  
Negotiate the inclusion of affordable 
housing in Specific Plans, PUDs, and 
Tentative Tract Maps with each developer as 
application is made. The negotiation may 
include the provision of financial incentives, 
accelerated review process, or development 
standard concessions in exchange for deed 
restricted affordable units within each 
project. 

Community Development 
Department 

On-going Affordable housing units were included 
in the following projects: 
 Rio Vista (149 units/23 affordable) 
 River Canyon (60 units/100% 
affordable) 
 Cimarron Cove (84 units/100% 
affordable) 

Continue 

Program 1.A.5 
Maintain a Redevelopment Agency program 
to facilitate consolidation of sites of less than 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going No lot consolidations were proposed. Continue to provide 
technical assistance 
under the Community 
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Program/Action Responsible Agency Schedule Accomplishments Future Policies and 
Actions 

one acre in size for affordable housing 
projects. The City will provide technical 
assistance to property owners and developers 
in support of lot consolidation, including 
identifying opportunities for potential 
consolidation and providing available 
funding through the Agency and incentives 
to encourage consolidation of parcels, as 
appropriate. 

Development Dept. (no 
financial incentives 
available after the 
Redevelopment Agency 
dissolved) 

Program 1.A.6 
Promote development of mixed use projects 
in the Downtown area which combine high 
density residential with local commercial 
services. The Redevelopment Agency shall 
post Table III-15 on the City web site as part 
of a page dedicated to development 
opportunities in the Downtown area. 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

2009-2010; On-going The City continued to promote mixed-
use development in the Downtown area 
and the Housing Element was posted on 
the City website.  
 

Continue under the 
Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 1.A.7 
The City shall rezone to R-3 either 
Assessor’s Parcel 677-050-017, which 
consists of 14.69 acres and could generate 
294 units; or Assessor’s Parcel 677-050-018, 
which consists of 18.12 acres, and could 
generate 362 units. Pursuant to Government 
Code Section 65583.2(h), rezoned sites will 
allow rental and owner multifamily uses by 
right and require a minimum density of 20 
units per acre.  

Community Development 
Department 

2010-2011 A parcel was rezoned to allow multi-
family development? 

This program was 
completed and is no 
longer necessary 

Policy 1.B 
Provide a sufficient variety of housing types to meet the housing needs of all residents, regardless of race, religion, sex, marital status, ancestry, sexual orientation, 
nationality, or color. 



 
Draft | July 2013  Housing Element Appendix A 
  A-3 

Program/Action Responsible Agency Schedule Accomplishments Future Policies and 
Actions 

Program 1.B.1 
Encourage infill development and the 
remodeling or addition to existing homes 
wherever possible, to provide additional or 
improved housing with lower costs for 
extending infrastructure, through the use of 
incentives such as Community Home 
Improvement Program grants. 

Redevelopment Agency 
 

On-going With the demise of the Redevelopment 
Agency, this program was suspended 
due to lack of funding.  

With limited staff and 
resources due to budget 
cuts, this program will 
not be continued unless 
another sustainable 
funding source for 
housing assistance 
programs becomes 
available. 

Program 1.B.2 
Encourage in-fill development in areas that 
are already serviced with adequate 
infrastructure, including streets and water 
and sewer lines, to support build-out of the 
neighborhood. The City shall consider fee 
waivers, reductions in development 
standards, or financial assistance. 

Community Development 
Department 

On-going The City provided streamlined 
processing for the Santoro 
neighborhood (33 homes) and the Rio 
del Sol neighborhood. 

Continue 

Program 1.B.3 
Work with private organizations -- including 
the Coachella Valley Housing Coalition, 
Shelter From the Storm, the Senior Center, 
Desert AIDS Project, Foundation for the 
Retarded or Braille Institute -- in assisting 
whenever possible in the housing of 
handicapped residents or those with special 
housing needs in the City. The City shall 
consider fee waivers, reductions in 
development standards, or financial 
assistance. 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going No special needs housing developments 
were proposed during the planning 
period. 

Continue under the 
Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 
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Program/Action Responsible Agency Schedule Accomplishments Future Policies and 
Actions 

Program 1.B.4 
Continue to enforce the provisions of the 
Federal Fair Housing Act. All complaints 
regarding discrimination in housing will be 
referred to the Riverside County Office of 
Fair Housing. Information on the Fair 
Housing Act, as well as methods of 
responding to complaints shall be made 
available at City Hall and at the Library. 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going Provided $12,000 in assistance from 
CDBG to the Riverside County Office 
of Fair Housing.  

Continue under the 
Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 1.B.5 
Continue to work with the Coachella Valley 
Association of Governments toward a 
regional solution for homelessness, through 
support of the Multi Service Center in North 
Palm Springs, and other efforts as they are 
developed. 

City Manager’s office On-going The City contributed $56,000 in 2010, 
$32,389 in 2011 and $51,500 in 2012 
toward the Multi-Service Center (of 
which $21,000 was General Fund).  An 
additional $56,500 in CDBG funding is 
anticipated in 2013. 

Continue 

Program 1.B.6 
Work with the Coachella Valley Association 
of Governments to determine the need for 
affordable “Workforce Housing” and to 
promote development of such. 

City Manager’s office, 
CVAG Workforce 
Housing Planning 
Committee, and 
Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

2008-2014 Workforce housing has been a regional 
issue addressed by CVAG, but with the 
loss of redevelopment all cities are 
significantly challenged to provide 
financial assistance. 

Continue 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 1.B.7 
The City shall amend the Zoning Ordinance 
as follows: 

a. Allow transitional and supportive 
housing and emergency shelters by 
right in the Light Industrial zone, 
subject to design review; or shall 
buy beds at a regional shelter 
sufficient to accommodate the 
City’s homeless population. 
Transitional and supportive 
housing shall be allowed in 
residential zones consistent with 
similar uses allowed in the zone. 

b. Define Single Room Occupancy 
facilities. 

c. Allow Single Room Occupancy 

Community Development 
Department 

2009-2010 Code amendments were completed. This program was 
completed and is no 
longer necessary. 
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Program/Action Responsible Agency Schedule Accomplishments Future Policies and 
Actions 

facilities in the Mixed Use 
Commercial zone, subject to 
approval of a conditional use 
permit. 

d. A reasonable accommodation 
procedure, consistent with the 
requirements of State law, shall be 
established to provide exception in 
zoning and land use for persons 
with disabilities. 

Policy 1.C 
The City shall ensure that new and rehabilitated housing is efficient in its use of energy and natural resources. 
Program 1.C.1  
New development and rehabilitation efforts 
will be required to utilize energy efficiency 
through architectural and landscape design 
and the use of renewable resources and 
conservation of resources. Set aside funds 
shall be considered for projects which 
provide high levels of energy conservation 
for affordable housing. 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going The City offered a residential rebate 
program for water-efficient landscaping. 
Set-aside funds are no longer available. 

Continue under the 
Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 1.C.2 
A list of known incentives for energy and 
water conservation measures shall be 
maintained by the Community Development 
Department and made available for 
developers and property owners at the City’s 
reception desk. 

Community Development 
Department 

On-going The list of incentives was maintained 
and made available. 

Continue 

Program 1.C.3  
Expand the City’s support for green building 
and LEED certified projects to encourage 
private development participation in these 
programs as part of future housing projects 
for all income levels through the pre-
application and application review process. 

Community Development 
Department 

2009-2010, On-going  Continue and merge 
with Program 1.C.1 

Policy 1.D 
Encourage the development of appropriate unit sizes in affordable multi-family rental projects and second units on single family lots. 
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Program/Action Responsible Agency Schedule Accomplishments Future Policies and 
Actions 

Program 1.D.2 
Work closely with housing advocates and 
stakeholders to identify needs in the 
community based on household size, and 
develop and support projects which meet 
those needs. This should include the full 
range of potential units, from single room 
occupancy units to 4 and 5 bedroom units, 
depending on the need foreseen in the City 
during the planning period, through direct 
RDA participation or through bond 
financing for affordable housing through the 
County Housing Authority or other 
appropriate means. 

Community Development  
Department; 
Redevelopment Agency 

On-going The River Canyon low-income 
apartment complex (60 units) was 
completed in 2011. The City continued 
to support CORE in its efforts to 
maintain state funding as one 
component of financing for 
development of a proposed 84-unit 
project in the Dream Homes to be 
comprised of 2- and 3-bedroom units. 

Continue 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Policy 1.E 
Facilitate the development and preservation of senior housing through incentives and assistance programs. 
Program 1.E.1 
Encourage the development of housing for 
disabled seniors to facilitate their ability to 
age in place. The City will include 
handicapped retrofitting in its rehabilitation 
program. 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going This program was discontinued after the 
elimination of the Redevelopment 
Agency. 

With limited staff and 
resources due to budget 
cuts, this program will 
not be continued unless 
another sustainable 
funding source for 
housing assistance 
programs becomes 
available. 

Policy 1.F 
High density, affordable and senior projects shall be located with convenient access to shopping, public transit, and school and park facilities. 
Program 1.F.1 
Require developers of affordable and senior 
housing projects to confer with SunLine 
Transit regarding the provision of service to 
the project. 

Community Development 
Department 

On-going This program was implemented. Continue 

Policy 1.G 
Ensure that affordable and senior housing projects are located in areas with adequate public improvements, including streets and sidewalks. 
Policy 1.H 
Ensure that affordable housing projects are available for hotel and service industry employees. 
Program 1.H.1 
Continue to work with CVAG and the Agua 

Community Development 
Department, 

On-going This program was implemented. Continue 
(Redevelopment 
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Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians toward 
development of workforce housing, 
including Tribal parcels in the City which 
may be appropriate for affordable housing. 

Redevelopment Agency Agency dissolved) 

Policy 1.I 
As part of its mandated annual review of the General Plan, City staff shall include an analysis of the consistency of the Housing Element with the rest of the 
General Plan. 
GOAL 2:  Redevelopment Agency Housing Fund expenditures that cost-effectively provide affordable housing for very low, low and moderate income households. 
Policy 2.A 
In order to leverage local investment, promote and facilitate the use of State and federal monies for the development and rehabilitation of affordable housing in the 
community. 
Program 2.A.1 
The City shall encourage and assist self-help 
housing funded by non-profit organizations 
for single family, infill development through 
the Redevelopment Agency. 

Redevelopment Agency 
 

2006-2014 This program was implemented. Continue under the 
Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 2.A.2 
Continue to distribute the City’s information 
for developers and low income households 
which detail the programs available to both 
parties for assistance in the development and 
rehabilitation of low income housing at City 
Hall, the Senior Center, and the Building 
Industry Association offices. 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going The City continued to make information 
available. 

Continue under the 
Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 2.A.3 
Should the City be notified of intent to sell 
any at-risk affordable housing developments, 
all possible funding sources, including 
CDBG and RDA housing set-aside funds 
will be considered to facilitate purchase of 
such a project. All non-profit organizations 
which have expressed an interest in 
purchasing such projects, including the 
Riverside County Economic Development 
Agency Housing Authority and other non-
profit groups will be notified immediately of 
any such properties for sale or at risk of 
losing affordability restrictions. This will be 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going This program was implemented. Continue under the 
Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 
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done in accordance with AB 987. 
Program 2.A.4 
Maintain and update the database of infill 
lots throughout the community which would 
be appropriate for the development of 
affordable housing for extremely low, very 
low and low income households, including 
self-help ownership housing. Promote these 
parcels in the development community, 
through brochures, potential streamlined 
processing incentives, and other means. 

Community Development 
Department, 
Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going This program was implemented. Continue 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 2.A.5 
Adopt a density bonus ordinance in 
conformance with State law, pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65915.5, and 
shall review requests for density bonuses in 
affordable housing projects on the basis of 
its requirements. 

Community Development  
Department 

2008-2009 The Density Bonus Ordinance was 
updated in conformance with state law. 

This program should be 
revised to reflect 
accomplishments. 

Program 2.A.6 
Affordable housing projects granted density 
bonuses or Redevelopment Agency financial 
assistance shall restrict their projects for 55 
years for rental projects, and 45 years for 
ownership projects, consistent with State 
law. 

Redevelopment Agency On-going This is a requirement of state law and 
the Density Bonus Ordinance. 

This is a standard 
requirement and no 
program is necessary. 

Policy 2.B 
The Redevelopment Agency shall expend housing set aside funds as effectively as possible to generate the development of new affordable housing units. 
Program 2.B.1 
The City shall consider purchasing vacant 
properties for assemblage of parcels in areas 
where small lots have been created which 
cannot be effectively developed for multiple 
family projects. 

Community Development  
Department, 
Redevelopment Agency 

On-going This program is no longer feasible after 
the elimination of the Redevelopment 
Agency. 

This program will not 
be continued. 

Program 2.B.2 
The City shall consider purchasing 
foreclosure properties for use as affordable, 
owner occupied units or, if appropriate by 
age and condition, for demolition and 

Redevelopment Agency 2008-2014 This program is no longer feasible after 
the elimination of the Redevelopment 
Agency. 

This program will not 
be continued. 
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replacement. 
Program 2.B.3 
In older neighborhoods where extremely 
low, low and very low income households 
are a significant portion of the residents, 
consider the assignment of bond proceeds 
for the improvement of streets, water, sewer, 
and flood control improvements to bring 
these facilities into compliance with current 
standards. 

Community Development 
Department 

On-going Sewer installation was completed in the 
Dream Homes and Cove 
neighborhoods. 

Continue 

Program 2.C.4 
Maintain the City’s database of affordable 
housing projects and units, and the Housing 
Replacement Plan, and develop action plans 
should these units be converted or destroyed 
per AB 987. 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

To be accomplished by 
the end of 2008 

The database of affordable housing 
projects was maintained. 

Continue under the 
Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 2.C.5 
Subsidize application and building permit 
fees for extremely low, very low, low, and 
special needs projects as a component of the 
incentives provided for affordable housing 
developers. 

Community Development 
Department, 
Redevelopment Agency 
 

2006-2014 After the elimination of the 
Redevelopment Agency, no funding 
was available to continue this program. 

This program will not 
be continued. 

Program 2.C.6 
The Planning Division and the 
Redevelopment Agency shall work together 
to develop innovative housing solutions for 
extremely low, very low, low income 
households and the elderly. 

Community Development 
Department 

On-going This program continues to be 
implemented. 

Continue 

Policy 2.D 
Promote and preserve mobile home parks for their value as extremely low, very low, low and moderate income housing opportunities. 
Program 2.D.1 
Any conversion of existing mobile home 
parks to permanent housing will continue to 
be regulated by ordinance to ensure that an 
appropriate relocation plan for park residents 
is developed and implemented. 

Community Development 
Department, 
Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going This program continues to be 
implemented. 

Continue 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 2.D.2 
Maintain a mobile home rent control 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

On-going This program continues to be 
implemented. 

Continue under the 
Community 
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ordinance which protects all mobile home 
residents who do not have long-term lease 
agreements. 

Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Policy 2.E 
Continue to redevelop the Downtown with higher density housing and encourage mixed use development where residential units are above commercial businesses. 
Program 2.E.1 
The Redevelopment Agency will continue to 
pursue prototype higher density housing in 
the Downtown area, to further the concepts 
of mixed use, urban core presented in the 
Downtown Area. 

Redevelopment Agency,  
Community Development  
Department 

On-going This program continues to be 
implemented. 

Continue under the 
Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 

Program 2.E.2 
Maintain provisions in the Zoning Ordinance 
which allow for residential uses in the 
second story of commercial centers in the 
Downtown area.  

Community Development 
Department 

2008-2009 This program continues to be 
implemented. 

Continue 

Policy 2.F 
The City shall encourage crime-free housing programs for all projects constructed in the City. 
Program 2.F.1 
All projects shall be reviewed by the Police 
and Fire Departments to ensure that 
adequate security and ‘defensible space’ is 
provided. 

Community Development 
Department, Police 
Department, Fire 
Department 

On-going This program continues to be 
implemented. 

Continue 

Program 2.F.2 
All affordable housing projects will comply 
with the precepts for Crime-Free Housing, 
including on-site management of any project 
for which the Agency provides funds or 
assists in any way. 

Redevelopment Agency 
 

On-going This program continues to be 
implemented. 

Continue 

GOAL 3:  The maintenance and rehabilitation of the City’s residential neighborhoods. 
Policy 3.A 
Ensure that the quality of dwelling units in existing neighborhoods is improved, conserved, rehabilitated and maintained. 
Program 3.A.1 
Maintain the Community Home 
Improvement Program (CHIP), Assessment 
District Financial Assistance Program 
(ADFAP) and the Sewer Hook-up 
Assistance Redevelopment Program 

Redevelopment Agency 
Housing Division 

Annual budget 
allocations 

All assistance programs other than 
SHARP have been discontinued due to 
the elimination of the Redevelopment 
Agency. SHARP continues to be 
operated through an allocation of 
CDBG funds. 7 households were 

Continue as revised 
under the Community 
Development Dept. 
(Redevelopment 
Agency dissolved) 
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(SHARP), allowing grants and loan 
assistance programs for qualifying extremely 
low, very low, low, and moderate income 
households in order to encourage the 
rehabilitation of existing housing units. 

assisted under this program in 2012. 

Program 3.A.2 
All City codes, including the Uniform 
Building Code, will be enforced in the City’s 
Building Division and Code Enforcement 
Division, so that existing units are 
maintained in good repair. 

Community Development 
Department; Fire 
Department 

On-going This program continues to be 
implemented. 

Continue 

Program 3.A.3 
Develop a rehabilitation and neighborhood 
revitalization plan for that area north of 
Dinah Shore Drive, generally west of Date 
Palm Drive, known as the Whitewater 
neighborhood, which targets short, medium, 
and long range plans for the rehabilitation of 
existing duplexes, and the development of 
quality single family housing.  

Community Development 
Department 

2010-2012   

Program 3.A.4  
Maintain an inventory that lists existing 
neighborhoods with substandard 
infrastructure, including partially paved 
roads, substandard water lines, flooding 
problems, absence of sewer service and lack 
of street lighting, quantify the need for 
improvements and identify funding sources. 

Community Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department 

Once every 5 years, to 
be completed prior to 
2013 

  

Program 3.A.5 
Analyze the development potential for the 
area northeast of East Palm Canyon and Golf 
Club Drive, and consider programming 
infrastructure improvements, including 
roadway improvements, signalization of 
Cree Road and East Palm Canyon Drive, and 
provision of sewer and water improvements 
to encourage development of affordable 
housing in the area. 

Community Development 
Department, Public 
Works Department 

2010-2012   

Program 3.A.6 Graffiti Task Force On-going Code Compliance has accomplished the Continue 
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The Code Enforcement Department of the 
Fire Department shall continue to maintain 
and upgrade living conditions in those 
neighborhoods with serious endemic 
problems to ensure safe, sanitary, and 
healthy living condition throughout all 
neighborhoods of the City through existing 
and future programs such as the Graffiti 
Elimination Program. 

removal of significant unsafe living 
conditions through condemnation and 
demolition supported by court action. 
From 2007 through 2009 the Blight 
Abatement Team was tasked with 
investigating graffiti throughout the 
city. After the BAT team the Special 
Enforcement Detail took over these on-
going investigations. They worked in 
conjunction with Public Works and 
utilized the Graffiti Reduction & 
Intervention Program (GRIP) computer 
software to document, identify and track 
vandals. A graffiti location would be 
identified by an officer or community 
member. Public Works will be called 
out to it. They in turn photograph, paint 
over and document the cost. The BAT 
and SED teams later investigate the 
graffiti and follow up on leads in an 
effort to prosecute the suspects and 
attempt recovering damages from those 
convicted. 

Program 3.A.7 
Bring to City Council the option of 
incorporating the Uniform Housing Code 
into the City’s Municipal Code as a tool for 
Code Enforcement to encourage proper 
maintenance of owner-occupied and rental 
properties. 

Fire Department, 
Community Development 
Department 

2008   

 


